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To the Right Worſhi oful, 


Sir Hunzacn FaaruraSTONE, 


4 ri MG 

FRY Had. ſearce. made a Con- 
y... eh pi clufron of theſe following 
{Ck Lines, before an unex- 


. pefied Meſſage from You 


ound me , while my 


bought: were get warm with the Influ- 


ence of Proyidence : And the Truth ts, 
# was amazed at the Surprizin Inftance 


of Your Favour; to fnd ſo Worthy 


and Generous a Pairon ! to bebold ſo 
fienal a —_— ftreaming from an Vn- 
Ax: 


known 


b- ment tome, rg ſmalleſt Figure 
in the World:wasNaked-and iOp þ to 
the Eye of Proyid Ce. And I, 
the World will excuſe "the trb uble of t 
| | Papers , ſeeing they are Publ 'h | "5 a 
4A Hearty Teſtimonial of my Thank f 
PF. mfp. which; a Dub albajt to Re] 
= ing, but never. to be A v0) ſchar; "oF J 
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L > ries Your moſt Obli &edand'mioſt 
W400  Thaptfal Lhe? 50" 
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ither ts there any. k Creature that" # 
ds Foe ro the eyes of” him 

| We have to do... | 

E, di convinced 

S that GOD : ALMIGHTY 

.:takes.a View. of the. whole 

Creation ;\'That:He vv 

- Inimediate Eyeupon Sy 

| ; "Action of ours ;;we ſhoul 
drrotermt) m : bs! poſſeſt with-an-Avwfiil 
| Revenge of bi FPreſante , and/be; afratd'ito 

commit:'the ;leaft\Offende 3c Weiauld:maks 

more Conlciente of -what ie do; becauſe:we 
all Rand. in the Preſence. wn, the: Living GO. 5-21.49 
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| If the Child isaw w'd by the ſight of Fa Parent, . 


the Servant diligent under the Eye of his Ma- 
ſer, and the Subje& careful and obedient. in 


the Court of his Prince; nay, if 'it. be Impu- 


dence to Joan Ml Attion'in the face of the Sun; 
How ſhould we fear and tremble, how ſhonld 


we dread the very thoughts of offending in the | 


Preſence of the Omniſctent GOD ? | This was 


-Pla.ry.16. David's Cuſtom; But as for me, I will, behold 


- «Gen. 39.9. 


Deut.35-37. -—— os #f there þ 


ſeph' againſt the 'I 


vation, this recorded, The Fa 


Fee, and —_——_ hk. 5 nth of 


Face in Righteouſneſs : This alſo arm.d | 
Pa - rai hs, 
bis Wanton:Miſtreſs; How can L de; Wick- 
edneſr," and i fin ageinſt God? . Tt wh $0 
fad by Kin Abe Herus concrrmay 


be aſe > Ad ha of Tract wer: were {a 
commit, yet we'find them, galls Of: 


evil inthe 


Jahn of the Eord.: FEELS 


thoſo' Words 'and Phrafes which were moſt fa- 
miliar-untothem :. Here he takes a Metaphor - 
foom: the:Cuftori of rhe Priath inthe Examina- 
tion-of their Sacrifices, whether they were ſound 
any blemifh 


there- 


© Gad. 


= 1 
- therein, thon ſalt not offer it #nto the Lord thy 


All _ are naked : wiz. viſible and appa- 
rent, as if chey were fiript of their ourward 
caſe, and the skin and covering flead off, as 
the Sacrifices were. | | 
And--open :  T4:2mazire, a word ſcarce uſed 
again in all the New Teſtament, and fignifies: 
cut down the back, that the Prieſt mighe ſearch 
and.look into the moſt hidden parts : This ts- 
to put it5 ir mind of that narrow ſearch and in- 
ſpection' GOD has over all 6ur Ations, that He 
ſearches #hd tries our Reins, that He enters in- 
to'the moſt remote. and private corners of our 
Hearts, *to ſee what is lodged there : for Se- 
crefie is the Nurſe of Sin, and Pander of Int- 
quity 3 They that ave drnnk.,, are drunk in the 
. The - ement Men have co fin, 

is this, they 'fay, Tx/b, God does not” ſee; as 
if groſs wy aaa rt ——_— 
villion : Bat when the Prodigal returned, he 
confeſt, I have finned againſt Heaven, and be- 
fore thee,' &c. -- 'Fhe Nicene Creed ftites-our Sa- - 
viour, Light .of Laght, Very God of Very God; 
and our Church. in ker Litargie docs firly pray, 
0 GOD, to whom. all Hearts are open, all deſires 
are known , and from whom mv ſecrets are hid : 
'B a _ The 


TeÞ  - 
The Thief andthe Traytor, Ananias and Sap- 
phira, the Adulterer and his Proſtitute, cannot 
walk. incognito'; for the Hypocrite will be un- 
mask'd, the Murder ſhall be:revealed, and thar 
Man at laft confounded with ſhame, who once- 
thoughr he lived without God in the World: 
We . endeavour to obſerve the Phenomena: of 
the Heavens, but: ſeldom conſider how God: 
obſerves our Motions::- for if 2 thouſand years 
in his fight are but as one day, thenthe Lives of 
a thouſand Men are as well: known to Him as' 
the: Action. of one Man : Neither x there any 
Creature, &c © | 

The Words may. i move: us to. >.confider theſe 
two enngs.: 


'L That DR is an Almighty Being, IM does: 
concerns and interefs Hime he in the Rule- 

- and\Managemenit-of the: Wor 
Hf. That: deſert can. be: ulledged to 'the' 
ef Fantrery, bs weak, and nareaſonable. - CEP! 


"There is: 2 [moſt Go "e) powerful Avent, 
who:takes care of all things he has-made : Thus: 

Chap. 10- Fob argues, That he was the labour of: God's 
own Hands, that He:made'him.; and'faſhion'd' 

him, & FR Hin with: Skin' and Fleſh;: and 


and 


[5] 
yoyrd him+ together ' with Bones and Si- 
news; and therefore he hoped: He would not 
deſtroy him. | DTLEs- > 
That” there is ſuch a Being who undertakes 
and performs the Government of the World, 
15 evident; : 
I. From Scripture Evidence: ', 
- 2. The Completien of Prophecies :. -- 
3- And Teſtimony of MalefaSors.. © 


-- The Holy Word' divides God's Providence: 
into three' Branches, General,” Sp:cial, and: Par-- 
ticular. - © | 

- Tn General, it embraces the whole Creation: - 
The \Lord'has prepared his Throne in the Hea- Plal03.9- 
vhs,” ard his Kingdom' ruleth over alt. Says . _ 
St. James, From the beginning GOD knoweth as 15.18; 
all his- Works. The regular Courte and Order 

of Nature demonſtrates the Work of Nature 

a Work of Intelligence : Thus the Heawens 
declare the Glory: of GOD, and the Firmament 
ſheweth his handy-work BY Fhis we find to 'be Pfal. 9.25 
the Language-of the Creation. * He telletb* the Pal. 147.4. 
number of the'Stars, and ealleth them all by their 
mames. Fold | | 

- The Elements are void of Life and Reaſon; 
yet by their-Natural Duty, Inſtin& and _— 

they. 


 Rom,2.20, 


PI _ nn n 7 a, 
% . 


they ſeem a4 (490 out unto us a higher Cauſe; 


-who lives and knows, who difpoles of, and ma- 


nages every thing to its own uſeful End. Beaſts . 


and Birds,, Fire , Air, Earth and Water, all 
that we behold under the vaſt Arch of Heaven, 
move and labour for ſome determined End and: 


Purpoſe : Therefore it- is plain they muſt be 


marſhall'd under the-Guidance and Condu@ of 
ſome Powerful Being , who by His great Wil- 


dom ſo ordain'd it : This is:to know the Cauſe 
by the Effet : Fox the flying < an Arrow, and 


hitting. the Mark, does not more plainly 


ver the Hand that ſhoots it, than the Operati- 


ons. of the Creatures , and the:attainment: of 
their Ends, do certainly declare the ' Finger. of 
GOD, and. the Alk-ſceing:Eye of Providence :- 
Far the inwiſeble things of GOD, even his Power 


and Godhead, are clear Ly ſeen, and to be under > 
ſtood by the things that. are made. © 


Though Clouds and thick Vapours may ſur-- 
round this Globe of Earth; though Night may 


ſpread its Veil of. Darkneſs; yet nothing ua-; 


er..the Canopy of Heaven - cam be concealed- 
from the Divine Knowledge : The Spacious 
Curtain is drawn hack to. the:Eye of Provi-- 
dence ;. all things paſt, . preſent, and to come 2 
The 


T3 k 
The general Hiſtory of the World is openly 
diſplay d to Him in a farr extended' Scene. 
It is the Hrgh Archite&t above, who keeps 
the Frame of this World upon its Baſts : Alf 
| things bave a: tye and dependency upon Him ; 
and it is the Sovereige Will above who diſpoſes 
of the different Ranks and Orders of Beings. 
At fiſt GOD. tfſued out His Almighty Fiat, 
when He laid the Formdations of the" Earth ; 
| and th refore a Heathen commends Moſes, the Pin. 
Lawgiver of the Fews, for introducing his God © 
like a God; ſaying, Tui» eo; 3 weil; Let there 
| be Light, and there was Light. But though we 
| -_ cannot fee through the Veil, nor perceive how 
the Wheels of Providence move ; yet we have 
reaſon to conclude, that the Wheels of Provi- 
| denceare like'thoſe in Exekiebs Viſion, Flt 
of Eyes ; and that God is cloathed with Light, Pial.roa.:- 


as with a Garment. 
He'does-not a@t like Humane Artificers, who 
leaveithe 'Houfe when it is built, but by His 
Providence wifely' Governs and  Sauftains 
the ſame*:: He does not ftand Neuter, as an 
| indifferent Speftator upon the Watch-Tower 
above: the Clouds; for not only His Head, but 

Hm Hand ts conſtantly imployed : If we aſcend Pl 135: 
ap into; Heaven; GOD 7s there © If we take the 
£122. Wings 
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Wings-of ithe Morning and; "flet to #he attermoſt 
arts of the' Sea, -we cannot iflee-from" His Pre: 
:Pfal, 113.6, ſence-: Thus He abaſeth Himſelf to behold. the | 
. things that are. in. the Heawens and in the: Earth, 
. It's He:who guides the'Stern, curbs:the Fury 
of \the;Elernents, tides upon: the:'Wings 'of the 
Wind, ſets: Bounds-to the. raging-Sea:: When 
GOD. ſpeaks the Wotd, the: contemptible 
Frog, whe :now:cinhabits. the:cold and” watry 
: Kingdoms; . and: hes -upon heaps 'of - Filth and: 
Mud, ſummonsall its Croaking Officers, .makes 
a-formidable Army, marches up-into the Coun 
invades: the Palaces' of ' Kings, 'and lies ':down 
upon -Beds of -Silk- and coſtly: Furniture.: The 
Egyptians 'did\uſe -to Worſhip: ſeveral: Gods; 
according'to/theit need ;dr pleaſure} therefore 
God ſent variety. of, Puniſhments, to. ſhew thar 
He was not tied to any ſingle Element or Crea- 
cure, but.is.the-,Great. Raler of. all.:: So:feeble 
and deſpicable'is Man; wheirhe; forfeits:his'de- 
pendency and rehance on GOD.,,  and-rejes 
His Paternal: Care, | that the)'whole: Creation: 
riles up.it, Arms-agaiaſt;him :: How ſoon would: 
_ theiClouds-fall;: the Sea break [1in-nipon us-the 
Fire encompaſs' us: with;Flaming: Curtains, 'che 
Air corrupt. , | and..the. Eatth open , | ſhould. 
TEL | GOD 


I 8 GOD yivenke Elements Comiſſion for De 


Fentiod. 36 ont t1o9 1$117: 
/-Thus/ the Univerſe is the great Mitrour of 
G O D's Works) wherein'the' I amps which 
- ſhine and illuſtrate/the>Edifice-'of this World 
do ſet forth the Glory" of their 'Maker',"ay 
| diſplay cheir Beams through the whole Creatt- 
on :\\'Thus God:maintains'the-Order He'has ſet 
in Nature,-and'this He-pteſetves the Life *and 
Subſtance of all chings 3 3 as our Saviour ſaid 


from the beginning of the. World both he and his 
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Father have been LS for! GOD direSteth Job 37. 3. 


hid Vaice\under-thtwhole Heawen'; and his light 
unto the ends of the Woxld. 

\ This is the General Providence of GOD 
Pongirey re alſo informs us: of. a Special 
Care:-andrInflaence /it hagupbn' the Sons'of 
.Men.:. for if the Hairs' of our/ Head' be nuni- 
bred, and'the; Sparrow -finds-aRefuge -under | 
ths: Wing s of the” —_— y; certainly. GOP 
will: pedyide? ifor the "Nobleſt Inftance* b£ the 
Crcnmary His own Image and Repreſentation: © - 

. By Natural SenſeMer may know, that GOD 
oh: otic abr The Surveyor iof the Upper 
ant the” Lower; World (as the Philoſopher 
calld; Him» by: way of- Eininency) bar'by Di- 
Ms we oO Hinx-not only *t be 


the 


Pal, 33.6, 


Verſ. 13. 


6. | Tr). 7 
thn Governqur-of the World, but of (eve 
| particular Member thereof : Not that .hebarel} y 
Kirs the: Springs and Wheels with a ; Univerſal 


Motion. at a diſtance , but He Preſerves , Su | 


Rains; [and Cheriſhes every- part. | There Ba 


Ke 


of the Land. were the; Heavens made, and all the 
Hoſt of them by. tis Breath of bit Mouth + : then; 


Tha Lord. looked down from: Heaven , and be. 


beld the Children of Men ; And when we begin 
to.draw. do(e the Curtains of ous. Eyes) we're- 


(main wee he Proton of Hun wiv ave | 


pos nor ſleeps. 


MAN is the molt abſolute of all Earthly- | 


"eng the great Miracle:and Hiſtory: of 


Natures 4here 4s fo-much Gracti;and:Beaury;. 


ſo, auch! Variety; and/Propettion in the Limbs. 


of this moſt Noble Fabrick, that-/tisno won-. 


y choſe xl x Sea, and calld 
- How: has Pro. 


der the 
it the Tewple af 

vidence; order iy = 
Humane Life 2... To.confider.bowthe. Chyle 


leaves the framach;/and-enters into the Lattcal 


Veins, ſo. paſſes;to:the Liver,” then ariſcs:to the- 


Left Ventricle of the Heart, guſhes out at the 


Big: 6d jad. you "_ >Arterp:.; —_ 
| rae 


ax. to be uſed jn our underſtanding the 
re and Wotks'of GOD: For by the Word 


and Sapports of 


wil 
the Blood, "ke Yhother "Drots, takes it Otrcnts" 
lation round the Leſſer World. | 
"Not only Private” Perfons, but Publick Bo- 
dies and Socretics bF Men' are under the Di- 


\ vine i Gar and Prote&ion : B 3y Him Kings Reign, Prov.c8.15. 
and Princes Detree Tſtice : : For the Krngdomr is vi. 22.28. 


the Cordle, 4nd He i Fhe Governour among, the 
Nations.” le 

"The Mich Ribotihoas of che World, the 
Tragical Renes and Confuſions'of States and 
Ft pdomts, "the Fate of Cefar arld Pop: Y, the 
t of Cottiſcls, the Conſervation! 


of rhe Capito?,) the Defeat of Armics Flefht- 


with Tong 'Succefs ,- the Pulling aftrtder the: 
Fhities oF. 'Miph pires*; Us Numerous 
Any arid Fraverſs' of Fiitthane Life)” all 

fxdions Pubſiek and Private, depend upon 
So attd Pleafire of OD: He 
> Shackles, whe the Aim 
pple with theStiength of 


nous' mt th © World; bit when GOD was 
pronked to withdraw His Supporting Power, 


they Tangh "Tanguiſhr and fell, they decayed and ſank 
thei 


eir own weight ; and. now they are 
beſt '&#acel out by their own Ufins, diſcovered 


| by" theit® FuneraFAſhes :' AV the Tuhabirants of 


C 2 p the 


"Ir 7 *Y 
FIRINY arerreputedas. br and oY 
Dan.4.3%+ ftay his band, and | 7 unto him,; W. hat deft thou P. | 
Pll.64.7. TisHe who! appepſeth. the. Noiſe of « 6-6 and ÞF. 
the, Noiſe of. tbe Waves. thereof. andthe Tumults, 
| of the: People... .G 0-D is the King over. all, the 
Plal, 47. 7 Earth, Bf ng. Praiſes ates one AM bath apa 


CHYLLYY! =97) 


ny far extends GOD's J Special Pas over 
' Mankind in General. But Thirdly, -A: choice | 
ang Particplar Providence attends. GOD's, own; | 
P le.; p upon; them; with a.tender, | 
2h & dre vials Rorborh ani pur | | 


DEE. ro 
tenency, >, whence Choſen.;of GO D are 
Lg 30, Ce. 1 i Aifzon, cheic feeble 


\NEES. 4 c peregh, th 
Vale. EY Mi TT A Rank ſe IE == 
Mat. x6, 18. UM lbs os @ Rock, C oy as ed. to. 
| f. Hell 


never prevail | 
Ifi.43. 1, 2. that created ee 0 oo Fu that yk thee, © | 
Yrgeh far. I have. redeemed. thee, I. Ty called 


thee by thy Namer, .thon;grt miner; Hihen the 
pe x through the Her, ” f mill ; ow pM: 


: ind; through-the F. bod, 2h hs Ao.not eneaion, 
thee ; when thou walkeſt gh the Fire i ſhall. 
not burn ea wither FINER ind F Lame _ AO: 

thee... | 5 {NT 


weebny Hl E- He will ſhield them. rom. on : 
Storms. and Battery. of. Fortune, from the Ma- 
lice and Violence of Evil Men and Evil Spirits :. 
What Foundation can be more firm than the 
Rock of Ages ? , Who. can be (o ſafe, ashe who 
- walks intheStrevgth of 1ſrael, -and, under the. 
Shadow of the Almighty 2 Or who-more free 
from. danger ,. than. he who, is ſurrounded with: 
Cnſian Angels? GO s.of, His Own, 
avid-did of Abſalom, See:-that you do:the 
On | Man no harm.; and as He ſaid of Feru-- 
ſalem,. He that toucheth BL roneheth the A pple. Zcch. 2.8. . 
of mine Fe, . 5 Ip ated | 
"Though Machiavel biinlatf Sg. and Cn-- 
trives ; - though;the Plot. be,deep, .and-the Exe-- 
cution ſuddain ; though: the, Train be laid, and: 
the Match lighted-;3 . thaugh. {ch tephel, join-iry 
Coudſel; ;and Senacharch provide. formidable 


Hoſt;;. though, the: Horſe. be- prepared. to the- 
. Battel, "and. the, Lo t.caſt 1oto. the. Lap,iyet the: 
Ends a F 1d Digg of all-chings.are Athe Hand. 


OL. 


29 "Tk! | 
of GOD *'for were not all clips ated by Hi 

Permiffion; 'He could not be Omnipotent : UH: 

vares.:o, that 3 ont GOP is the GOD of Salvation, and. 

unto GOD. the LORD belong the Iſſues from. 

Death. © This far the Sctiptare cleats the Do-, 

Arine of Providence, which was my firſt Ar. 
gitmerit.'* * 


The fecond'may "Y the Chaipleitdit ar Pro-: 


 phefies, St. Peter, ” oaph he was at the Tranſ., 


fearation of oor 'Saviour , with James and, | 


Mat.17:5. a, upon the Mount, -wheh' Amazi 
Job, op furrounded them,. and a 65h came 
from that Excellent Glory ; yet he hys a greater 
ſtreſs pon this way of Evidence, And OY, 

; Pet. 1.194 wards gave ot; That-we bave 4 more ſure Ward, 


of Propheſie. This'is an Argument'of its own. | 


=. Nature infaltfible : for no Prophefic- could be! 
© compleated unleſs there was a Chain and Com-' 
: bination of Pant — 8 —_ and. kts 
the ver of a For i Hu- 
= Fm were” Gapnalet' & depend upon 
Chance and Fortune,, how corld thefe b ind 
| Agents. mpaſs any thing uſefo]', certain, or 
o Mankind, if they were only guided 

by the inſefible Principles of Mater and, Mo-- 
tion jurhbled together : The trach. is; thi 
 pretence- and counterfeit of pheſie has p 


_ 


duced wonder and'amazement; Thus" it fared 
- with Alexander in his bold Expedition againſt 
the Seythians - for when the Army began to- 
mutiny., becauſe. of the difficult Paſſages and 
Fatigues in marching, he was adyifed by a wiſe 
Man who was in the Camp, and underſtood an 
Eclipſe was near, ts comfort the Souldiers, by 
telling them, Thatr-if i within/fo many. Hours: 
there was not a+ manifeſt appearance in the: 
Heavens, asa Signal of the favour of the Gods 
to proſper chi I Deſigns, fie would deſiſt and 
retreat: / tang the Eclipſe appearing, they pave 
a'ſhout; and went-on' courageouſly. 

Ta the Old Teftament how many Propheſies 
were recorded, and fulfilled” wn: che News 2 af 
ter: many- hundred: Years of Intermifſion,” in Na-- 
tions far diſtane',. by Men of different Tnclina-- 
thous and Complexions, diſagreeing in Intereſt, 
e; and” Education. ' For example, a' 
{6 is denounced- -by the Leader of GOD's: 
People, upon! him that ſhould attempt to re--. 
build the Walls of Fericho ; the Hebrew phraſe 
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is, | He:-fhalt lay the'Fonndation thereof in 'hjs Joſ's.:6- 


_ Song und: in'bis Toungeſt” Son ſhall be fer 
' the Gates :- vis The whole Family of: that* 
Man ſhould-be rooted out :: and this happened: 
not: Xlongafter upon Hrel., who laid the — 

£10R:! 


"Gala uw, in, EG as Dh 


x 
ety 


the Gdtes-iuSegubitbeVou :TheTie« 
NE ;of ara rOe was. Fney by Fox 
fiah ſome hundreds of -Years before: it cameito 
paſs. | We. might inſtance in Gwe; foretoldby 
Iſaiah : In the Siege of Feriſalem by:the Pros 
phet Feremiab - 3 and the ſeveral: Pierre by 
Danmiel ; . which. :he:; foretold:iſÞ exactly ; that 
Porphyry (that; -gredF- Enemys: .of- Chriſtianity) 


when he had turn'd, oper, the. Greek Hiſtorians, 


and compared them;with-Daziel's Prophelie, he 
had nothing-to; ſay; buc/in!-4[malicious oppoſt« 


tion to affirm-;a Lye, by: likening 4 1t: to:Lycos. 


phron's Caſſandra , affirmiag-it was wrote. __ 


the things had happened.  '--:;; tr | 


-Of;all che: Teftimogies-that ever:GOD: prov 


nond to manifeſt a Truth; of: all: theiSeaks | 


that ever He ſet to the Confirmation of a thing, 
nothing, appears ſo miraculous and prevaili 
upon the Underſtanding;- as/this: ofthe fa 
ling of Propheſics-. for-its [Teſtimony js; wore, 
 inits own NatureUnerring. and-Ofacular, and: 
\, ſubje& ro-n0 manner of Cheat or\Exafion, 'To. 
know. what is to:come;* toilepk-into:Ages: yEoi 
unborn, to rip up the. Womb: of- Time, to. 


foxetel the Changes of Empires: and; the: Mo-: 


ving Fands of Mighty Monarchies;7ito foreſee 
the 


Cr t7 Fe 
the Cad Revolutions of.'this Globe: of Fark? 
(beyond what may be gathered by 'Obſerva- 
tion, and founded upon Preſumption ) theſe 
chings. are too deep for the Scantling of Hu- 
mane-Nature to reach , the ObjeCt lies too far 
to be diſcovered-by che dim, and narrow fight 
of a Mortal Eye : In vain therefore do Men 


_ gaze. upwards:'toi read their Deſtiny: in: the 


Stars , Fen the :Periods of Time, and: the 
Stages of Humane. Life are. only Regiſtred in 
the:Kingdom of Heaven : In vain alſo do Men 
appeal to the Shades below, for though Sanmel. 
may: appear- in his Mantle, yet he has loſt the. 
Gift of Prophetic. *Tefalls out in this caſe, as 


in. that of the Day of: Judgment ; the various: | 
| Succeſs of Humane Afeoirs, and the Ends of 
the World ;- none knoweth them-butthe- FA- B 


THER Himſelf 


Prudens futterh crmperd Exitue DAG 
C ahginord note premit Dems. 


.\Theſs things: could never be, "tinlels this 
was a Chain oe Divine Providede; z evety Link 
whereof was ſecured by the Power. and Inte- 
grity of that GOD, who: is always true to His 


Promuſe, add tl..refore filed a F aithful Creator : 1 vet. 4.rg. 
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Y "fot the es =, ws Loi (xrz”! His:Peovi- 
- Pa. 33-11. dence): ſtandeth for ever, and. tbe: Thoughts of 
His Heart throughout all Ages, | 
- This is the fecond Argument, The Fulfilling #- 
| ſo: Prop heſies; the third is, The:Remorſe and: | 
Couiion of Conicichce which attends Malc-. | 
factors 4 
-(Here the: Foctſteps of Brovidende: are viſt ble; | 
whien'in the-very [Bofoux of che! Criminal het 
Wrath of GOD is revealed. from Heaven ; and 
5 it fares with him, ad with the tunbappy Sp thirs, 
 Jfin fd: he tormented before ther indes.'' Our co 
4 Indidment of: Offenders: tidudes the: Doftrme! 
5 ob: Providence, :when| their Accuſation begins! ,- 
thus, Hawing: not- aby'. fign _*_ GOD _—_ htin- 4.3 
Febiicl 0:11 NG 
ed geicbons and; Care the ficerd] | 
Laſhes of Conſcience ? How keenant irkſome | 
the memory of thoſe things whereof we are now 
Rom, 2. 15. aſbamed nJbs ſees. the:Work of #he. Law | 
written in Menz:Hearts,' their, Conferences. tn the 
mean while . accnſing or excufing one another : 
Ehis\is tht Private Scifions of:the Soul, 'where 
the: Reafou-of Mar ſits Judge, Conſticite bee, 
came the Accaſtr, -Frar [the Jaylor, and Sor- = 
row che Exccntioner : 17 FANG. 7 
v3 990 1 SAO \ ava wi bers utter! bts iron | 


101 $2 Node 
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Notte __—_ Jin ef in pron fem 
Make avpas > aXIAAs. 1 


5 Facirus jepdrts jj That when "Nero did but 
ſet his footin the Temple of Ve a, he was ſur- 
prized. with- horronr and trembling ; and the 
Hiſtorian adds, that it was'Farimorum Recorda- 
rone * for what had that Jewd Tyrant to do'in 
the Temple of Fefts, who, #n abhorrence-of 
Chafticy, d defiled his own Mother: If there 
| be no 'Sovereigh Fultice ;/ and Men'think that 

"Aſtre2 ' has boſe Heaven '3s well 2s the Earth, 
then whit need" they ſtart and tremble- when 
so- Mottal' Eyedoes them'? If we cnter-into 
eheChambers'of the-Sick, xo what-purpoſe Ub 
we ſee * them mourh and lame: upon their 
Death-Beds?' make Nolemn Vows and Proteſta- 
_ tions for Amendhent of Life ? What needthe 
Knees fmite 'when' the Hard wrote upon the 
Wall > ' Or why do Dying Ment: up their 
bac to Heaven, if they think theres no GOD, 
; us ' Judge, 1 no T ributial #0 be Erected 


""Bg" mack: for the Get Conſideration; That 
Gre aged ity Being "who dops' concern 
and mtereft Hir Rf 1 m the Rule and Manage- 


D 2 ment 


< © hn, [ | 2 © J 
ment of the World: Let us now confider the 
Obx&Qions 3: as firſt, Why GOD permits any | 
Evil to be ated in the World? . 

There are two ſorts of Evil, the one of Sin, 
and the other of Puniſhment; and. if we could 
trace the whole Series of. Providence as far as 
it relates to. the permiſſion of one, ,and the in- 
fiting of the other, we ſhall find nothing| re- | 
pugnant to. the Divine | Attributes. In the 
Forming of Man, GOD exerciſed tiis Wiſdom | 
and His Power ; in giving Him Laws, He ſhew'd 
His Goodneſs and: His Juſtice : 'He-made him | 
Lordiover his own Will, to Crown the Dignity | 

3 of his Nature: He gave him the Power of 
E Choice, -to declare that He ſtood: in/no-need of 
'S his Service and Afliſtance, but' that He ſhould - 
be'as:much Glorified in puniſhing his Rebel- 
lion, as by. rewarding his Obedience. ' To-pre-. 
vent-Sin-therefore ini! Man;,- GOD- muſt either 
have taken away his Rational Soul,” and leveltd 
him with the Beaſts of the Field ;- or ele have - 
ſo:farexalted his Nature, that he ſhould be un- 
would have blotted out the Order of Men;. and 
difloly-d the Frame of Humane Nature :: So-that 
;this Exception isaltopether unreaſonable ;- ſee- 
-ing-weknow GQD. had a, Right: to make ſuch 


a 


"Ca 4® 
a Creature as Man, and if he: fell, his "I hes 
| at his own door. GOD muſt either permit 
many Sins, or none at all; and this latter would. 
either .unman, or deſtroy - us. Yet rhe Evils 
which GOD prevents, are far more than He 
permits, confidering the Flux of our Inclinati- 
ons,” and the Tendency of Humane Nature: 
So that it is more proper for us tobe thankful 
for GOD's Reſtraining Grace, (ſceing His: 
Mercy is over all His Works) than to-be Pro-- 
phane and: Queralous, to- veſtion His Good- 
neſs, and'the Ordination-of His Wiſdom :; For 
great are the Works of the LORD.. and perfect 
in all His Will. 
' The ſecond ObjeQion may: be, Why: Good' 
and Virtuous Men. grieve: and 'are afflied ?- 
Why our Saviour lee t part of His Church Mi-- 
litant ,. and not all over Triumphant ? Say 
ſome, if there be a GOD -nd-a: Divine Provi-- 
dence, what-is the reaſon ſollittle care is taken. 
of the Sons of- GOD, and'the Heirs of Pro-- 
miſe? .Why are thoſe negleged who make- 
frequent. el early Addreſſes..unto -Heaven ?: 
Who live honeſt, {ober,; and' temperate-L ives,. 
yet are ſubje& to,the Scornand Derifion, the- 
Aﬀeonts and Infolencies of I icentious-and;Pro-- 
fligate Men « ; Thvs they W, ag their pe 
and; 


Wir 


and fy A hy 13s rot GOD fave them barmi. 
BY Day take them down from. the Croſs * For 
when they can lay nathijng to the c arge, of 
GOD"; Goodneſs, they begin to quieffion His 
Power and Dominion: . whereas, if we under- 
Rood the ways of GOD's dealing with us ; 
if, we could t oord the Curtent of oc, 
abd Hod. out! the Reaſons of the geouly 10us 
Diſpenſations of Heaven, we ſhould ſee Juſtice 
in all His Aﬀians; no Innocent oppreſt; none 
but 'the Guilty pmithe ; nothin taken away, 
but what we 1+ e to loſe * "2 "hould find 
n6-wid Accidents of Fre Wa br if the Reins 
of the 25 ent the W is were | Ro ſe, 
avg 


BS we. may be guilty © of .Violen 
Ice. 4 


We t the gh Fs s of the 's 5 
God Me wy WO CN nt 


| Frbg g, ire Ry! as follow: : To wean their 
Aﬀedtions from the fondneſs and deli t, Sn 
the beſt, of Men tto take In the 
Tures and Vaniries ? the Tie © be ae, 
World may not conclude LE bihca Cc OD | 
for Profit and Temp oral Nap Ps It Was. 


the Devil's Argument; Sang av le, does not 
ſerve GOD nd nought. e 


times they Gimme 
- for 


KOT R "8 -- "3 RA 


' for Tryal and Pre z no We; read of 
the Furnace of AfﬀiiGiong Which is to Parte - 
and Refine us ffom'the Draſs of this Life; and 
to;prepare us: for.a better: for he that has not. 
taſied: of the Bread-of Adtiidtian,!(the Moral-: 
_ un oegr fay) 'Havorat rerini- Nature ahteram- 

+ chinelachk David (aid, It: mas good. for 

Nine this the LORD bad bumbiled bins” Some-' 
tunes Good: Meb. are afllidted- fas exaniple to; 
others; Te bawe heard: of the patitnco of Fob, 
and hawe ſeen the end of the LOxD. So that 
we ſec, for feveral Reaſons, GON dacs.not eat 
all Good Men in the Foxtunate Ilagds, but 
—_ many to taſte of the Cup of Afidti- 
CHRIST was to us a Patteryf in Suffering, 

__ ypos this -wery account we have.a Title £6: 
Heaven; for Poverty; Moiirning and Perſecus 
tion,. are reckoned among the Beatitudes ; and 
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we ate; Foynt Heirs with Chrifh, if fa: be that we Rom.3.r7. 


ſuffer with bive,tubet\. we may: be alſo- ghar ified. 
togetber. :/ For our lrohh' affliction 3 which 5, 3s butt 
for. 4 moment, warkgth for ws 4 _ More AXEEcGs 
ing nd eternal eight of Gly. >| 


Thiomay ſlice forthe ſecond SPEAR wi | 
Good and; Holy Men lie under the Prefuces of 


doe —_ Shrew + the thard:..t9,; How! 
ſtands 


ſrands with-the _ adi Power of GOD n ty: 
ler the Wicked proſper? | 
|: *has ſtartled many Cober Men, who gar - 
a ere proſperous Impicries, and "oy - 
Fortunes of: their : Oppreſlors, have bee much 
DS. ahd-diſſatisfied : David explains him- 
{elf to-this fenſe at large, P/alm 73. when he 
ſaw the Sons'of the World Neſt themſelves in 
_ the Tall Cedars; but at laſt he found ic was 
bur ; a Preamble to cheir own DeſtruQon: 


neal C ——Tolluntar in altum, 
df Oe lapſu grawiore ruant. 


The very Wealth, Authority and Fylneſs of 
the Wicked, "is often-beſtow'd upon' them' for” 
their own 'Ruine : Thus it provoked Herod 'to' 
Blaſphemy : Dives is alſo now ſenfible that his 
Table'was made a-Snare unto him : We find 

that there 'was a time, When the Iniquity of the 
Gen-15.16: Amorites was not yet full; and the Sentence of 
Prov.1.3z. the Wicked was , That their Proſperity ſbould 
ſlay them. The Profperons Villanies-of our late 

| MM who tore off the Robes of Majeſty, 

and ſurfeited with Royal Blood, their wonder- 

| ful Succeſſes did only procure to them a more' 
4 es Damnation. "We ſhould therefore no 
| more 


tioner very brave, after the Butchering ſome 
Noble and Gallant Innocent :- for Splendid 
Spoils,-are but his Fees and Vales : Theſe Men 
(as Ajax faid'of Vly oe) may put on the Glo- 
rious Armour of &chilles, only to be made: a 
Mark-for Ruine.'- Cato, ſceing the ſtrange Suc: 
pers Ceſar againſt Pompey, '{aid; There: was 
an wncertaintyin the Government of the Gods; 
ahding pail y to-that of Plato in his" Poli- 

4t- there are Ages , in which'the Gods 

uns Govers the World in their own Perſons, "unit 


others wherein they _ them. | This mad e the 


Poet write, 


OD 12109525 or Hegt Wh —_ 
 Mormoreo runulo Lindans jacer, at Cato parwsz 
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Every: Huniane ARion i is entalighd wktlots; 
finite Adherents, ſo that it is impoſſible for us 


5 to know the exa@ Meaſures of the Divine Dil- 


penſations; therefore we muſt patient] y abide 


the'time of 2 more General' Knowledge,” viz. . 


The Revelation o rhe A Monro Fanganes of 
GOD. | 

GOD las' 6 ſeveral other” 'Gool: Ends; 
E when 


Man, 


W_ , 
- 
: | 
I - _ 
F ” 
- . 
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-- ar he nk the Ws; =." 9g ok Prorogues 
the- Execution ;.- as. that Sinners,may Repent 
and Amend; this the Long-ſuſfering of our Lord, 
"2Pet, 3» I5- is called Salwation. Yor +7441 | | z F. 
4 . Sometimes GOD: may Crone: Wicked Men 
F-. in in Temporals,. upon: the account. of-fome good © 
|  zxinno 30. Aion; of their Parents: when Febx, «Children 
2 were to:fway the Scepter.to the forth Geperas' 
gn Far many. haye: received Eacthly, Bleſ- 
. -who. are- never like to. enter. into-the 
King dom of GOD *: which. is thoughe.to be the 
Mat-10.42. of- thoſe: words, Wheſeever ſball. \ DIVE, to, 
theſe kitle. Ones :@ Cup..0 of cold, Water, 9:6rily 1 
fay: unta:30u., he: ſpall in no wiſe. loſe bis. Rev |} 
ward : viz, His Water ſhall -be turned iata 1 
Wine, and he ſhall. profes, in Temporal Contr I 
The Wicked als may —_— wool / Joc _—_— 
for the ſake of their —_ Neighbors ; and 


| hintbectbic Zens haves Pxoverhite this eaſe, | 
gn... | Bend Toft, hed is Fic, >H\ Yitrns 


”Y 42 TIDI1263- eh0051G27 

2, je AF EEOAe 5 Sg ye ro , 
Þ Ir by. te deſtroy the. F uſt with the Unjuſt... .'T'me 

E - Hundred Seventy _ and. Six :Men failed with: 
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60 had Live Hints Lives wt at that fat Ate 27423, - "A 
with him.” 100 . i 
"So much in Anſwet to the Profperity of the 


| Wicked" 


/The fourth 46d laſt Objection i is, Why all 
things 'come'altke'to all Men,” as if Chance arid 
Fortune: Goverr'd the World'? a = 
"To underſtand this , - we muſt conſ? der E- 
vents are vſttlly' divided. intoNecelliry, 'Cor- 
eifipent,' butnor *Caſial; Contingent and Taz 
fual. 
' Neceflary Events; are thoſe which ri in a. ; 
| - coviſtaiitfireant, and never alter , nnſefs"they 
Ss a4 "miraculoully - '-over-ruled” and 'cotinter-" 
| manded'; as” Night" and Day , Winter "and 
Setmmer ; the Lig r of the Sun, and the'De- 
ſeexfe of. Heavy 
«Contingent; but" hot Canal, are the Events 
| of all our Deſigns and Deliberations ; 'which' 
depend upon Choice and EleCtion ; as to go 
« J-ueneyP 'builda'Houſe,” or raiſe an'Army 3 - 
or to perform any Action, which depends up- - 
Fs on Forecaſt and Confideration. | 
[ - Contingent and Cafual',' are ſuch Fvents as 
ae niet com paſs'd by our Knowledge '6r Con- 
rfyutice, bie ſurprize and atrack uson' hen ; 
E 2 | an 5 


Prev.16.33. 


_ ; as' the Gps. which flew 4bab,” when 


ET OS Lot Fe. 
Og x. oe IRE. > 


the Bow- was drawn at-a Venture ;- hee the 


Dart. ,which;\wounded: the Apoſtate  Faliar. 
Now all theſe Events, though they have: ſeve- 


ral Names and diſtin& Terms, 'in order to our 


Apprehenſion ;; yet they are alk-regulated by 


Providence : -whether the Venetians:chuſe -2 Se- 


nator , -or the Romaxs undertake -..a; Warlike 


Expedition : The. Lot. 5s caft into the:Lap, and 
= beets Tok ac is ref the LORD, who 
gfe, 47 al 


for alh, d in all. 


Though we : {ſeem to. be. ſurrounded with 


| ſwarms of Accidents,., though Men think we 
float. i in an Ocean of Chances. and Adventures ;. 


yet,upon. due Conſideration. , it will be found- 


that-our, ſole Dependance is upon GOD ; that 
we are infinitely Debtors to, Providence, -and: 


ſo have no. reaſon to pact Our {elves bak Vaſal 
to Fortune : 6” 


Te facimus Fortung Damn, te. F 


by every Taſte of Good $uceels be the Bleſ- 
ſing of GOD, and every Diſaſter and Calami- 


' ty in-ſome meaſure a Curſe, then what have we 


to do with Chance or: Fortune? If GOD: ſhould 
puniſh 


nd worketh all things 


. SS a 
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puoith: no- Sin ke, the Atheiſt def 4 3", "5M 


His Providence, me conclude that He neither 
cares'for, nor has: any Knowledge. of Humane 
Afﬀairs.. If GOD ſhould puniſh; every, Sin here: 
as'{oon as committed , Men would: be apt to» 
think there were. no future Rewards, nor.. Pu-: 
niſhments.: * When - Good Men. lament ;;. we 
may.ſre-GOD hates all Singin puniſhing them :: 
When Bad Men'rejoyce, it puts-us in[/Mind of 
a Day of Judgment, andthe. Immortality of 
the Soul.; "Theſe and othen good Ules we. may 
make from our Obſervations of the Effects of 
the Divine Will and Pleaſure: for Adverſity, 
ſhews. that there: is-a Rroadeſed +: (As; well. ag 


Profperity.. EE» 4% TS, F3- <4 f .:343; ; 
S tantia non Poerane rela probere D Dens. |: 


It is 6GODs who debaſeth the Proud, and 
| exalteth. the: Humble ; who adds Years. tothe 
Life of the Penitent ,. but will not ſuffer the 
Blood-Fhirſty-Man to live out: half: his days :: 
We behold His Goodneſs when He reſcues. and: 
ſupports the Miſerable 3- and: we-acknowledge 
His Power and Dominion-, when He ſubdues 
the Inſolent, and etbads the Mighty. WE: ; 

'Thus have I endeayour'd to: vindicate \the 
Hes of Divine Providence, -againſt thoſe pro<, 
phane- 


FY 


ic diſens who; like obaia; would Aitke 
the Head ofDivinePowcr,audirender GOD: 
Himſelf infignificantand unattive 5 They:would 
Imc:independent; and not hold of GOD'sEm* 
_ pire5a ſortof:Menwhia are-prodipionfly wick- 

ed: and:ſtady/ to contend apainſt/Providerice,' 

kl wx er ru of bidavenis AWhatis there 
 camzlſeape the Ryciof iProvidencs * The fmalls 
eft Sin, yr <tommitted-under the ſhekeer of 
Darknek and Secceliey is ſetidownin great 
Q in the Publick Regiſter of Heaven: 
The: Iibihes ind Principles of Vife, the ſmalleſt 
Mite-or Inſet, which-we-can hardly diſcover 
without the help-of Art and Glaſſes, are as ap» 
parent and viſible to GOD, as the Geony 
Face of the Sun is tous. \//_,. 

_ All things are open and mM "Tis all broad ; 

Day -light in the Land of Providence? A Ga- 
dhnontas ad Gangen: From a Goliah to''#@ 
Zachens ;; fromia Monarch'to a:Pefant 3from! 
him who appears great , to him thar'makes a 
ſmall Figure inthe World 3; fromthe higheft 
Cherub,:to Fobw the Baptiſt 3 fromehe Raven, 
to the Sparrow; from the vaſt Indian Mines, to 
| ghe poor Widows: Mace. - 
AU; things: are manifeſt to Him ; from the 
Selling Alps, to a Grain of Sand; from -an 

(2s —_ 
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on 


che Se 207 + the 


oy che Divine Will? 
s-GONQuani 

TE ens the Creatian _ 

o daores uſe ahd: ſarvice; therefore if 'we 


do not nat wy tha wer, the- particular as mins 
| yr WE cem to. . JO 
© = Lives, that GOD, WR AN 


or purpoſe at all. 


To conclude: He that walks-on the Theatre 


of this World, and only hasan Eye tothe Means 
ſet before him, but deſpiſes the Guidance and 
Determination of Providence ; that Man is a 
rofeſt Atheiſt : Apd. that Man who-acknow: + 
fade es Providence in relation to the End, and 
yet _ tv tognake uſe = the —_ he fts 2 
prophane and” | 2p ov o___ : for GOD 
is neither pleafed with'tha ; who reinits 
all to Him, nor with him _— commits nothing: 
He ſeldom operates without Man, and does not 
\ - rhe 
one is. to tempt GOD: by a pretence of obliging 
Him, the other to provoke Him, by refuſing to 
be obliged by Him. Bur he that fo uſes the 
Mcans ſet before him. i in all Occurrences of Hu- 
mage 
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To the Right Worſhiptul, 


6 $3 Sir HengaGe FeaATHERSTONES. » 


SIR, 
STKE Had ſcarce made a Con- 
SEREE=4 clufon of theſe folloving , 
Dd. Lines, before an unex- 
petted Meſſage from Y on 
found me , while my 
" , + T houghts were yet warm with the Influ- 
ence of Providence : And the Truth s, 
I was amazed at the Surprizing Invtance 
of Your Favour; to find ſo Worthy 
and Generous a Patron ! to behold ſo © 
*." ſignal a K imaneſs fireaming from an Un- 
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the Eye of Providence. And I. hope 
the World will excuſe the trouble of theſe 
Papers , ſeeing they are Publiſht as a 
Hearty Teſtimonial of my T hank ful- 
neſs; which 1 a Debt always to be pay- 
ing, but never to be ſufficiently diſcharged, 


Honoured SIR, 


' By Your moſtObliged and moſt 
Thankful Servant, 2 


SAMUEL HERNE. 
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*. Neither u there any Creature that # 


; : ws : 
4 * * notmanifeſt in bi fight : for all things 
F, * * are naked and open to the eyes of him, | 
-w. : . : / 
Hs...” with whom we have to do. | 
A | 0 F-> once we were convinced 
2 that GOD ALMIGHTY 
DN takes a View of the whole 
F F * Creation ; That He has an 
bh PPG Inmediate Eye upon every 
4. "II HAS NG VN PI : Je up y 
ED Re Attion of ours ; we ſhould 
EG "WiIF? be poſſeſt with an Awful 
i  Reverence of His Preſence, and be afraid to 


commit the leaſt Offence : We ſhould make 
more Conſcience of what we do, becauſe we 
all ftand in the Preſence of the Living G OD. : 

"3 "I ha. = —- If 


m_—_— 


If the Child is aw'd by che fight obs Parenr 9 ef; 
the Servant diligent under theye of his Ma- $4... 
ſter, and the Subjze& carefuland obedient» ww % Ah | 


the Court of his Prince ; _nay, if it be Imp 
dence to do an Ill Aftion in the face of the Swiv;. 
How ſhould we fear and tremble, how ſhonld! 
we dread the very thoughts of offending in the- 
Preſence of the Omniſcient GOD 2- This was 
Phl.1.16, David's Cuſtom; But as for me, I will behold' 
Thy Face in Righteomſueſe' This alſo arm'd 7o- _ 
feph againſt the Importunate Sollicitations of ,- 
Gen-39.9 his Wanton Miſtreſs; How ean I do this Wick-- _ 
edneſs, and ſin againſt God * It was not amils- 
faid by King Ahaſuerys concerning wicked Ha-- ' 
Eſther 7: 2marn, Will be: force the Queen alſo. before me in- , 
the Houſe - And whatſoever the Sins were,  * | 
which the wicked Kings. of 4 jt were {aid ” 
commit, yet we find them, by way of A 
vation, thus recorded, That they did evi 7 in - 
of the Lord. © 
Naked: and open + This was {| "IE to the 
Fews, and therefore the Author makes uſe of 
thoſe Words and Phrafes which were moſt fa-. 
miliar unto them : Here he takes a Metaphor 
from the Cuſtom of the Prieſts in the Examipa-- 
| tion of their Sacrifices, whether they were ſound 
| Dent15-21, and without blemuſh: For if thereibe any 4300 
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EP harris, then ſhah » wot Ss it unto FA Lord thy 


All ing are naked : viz. viſible and appa» 
| "_ie} 2 they were ſtript of their outward 
.Cal&,” and the skin and covering flead off, as- 
the Sacrifices were. * 

And open : Ti:z»mvia, a word ſcarce uſed 
again in-all the New Teſtament, and ſignifies 
/ cut down the back, that the Prieſt might ſearch 
, and look into the "moſt hidden _ : This is 

. to-put us 1n mind of that narrow [Mm rch and in- 
ſpe&ion GOD has over all our Attions, that He 
. ſearches and tries our R ens, that He enters in- 
to the moſt remote and private corners of our Y 
+ - Hearts, to ſee what is lodged there : for Se- PF 
.  crefie is the Nurſe of Sin, and Pander of Ini- 4 
quity ; They that are drunk, are drunk in the ., \ 
night. nk ag Encouragement Men have to ſin, 
is this, they 'fay, Txfſb, God does not ſee; as 
__ if gro(s and Anat Darkgeſs was his Pa- 
- villion: But when the Prodigal retarned, he 
confeſt, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and be 
k — fore thee, &ic.. The Nicene Creed ftiles our Sa- 
1 viour, Light of Laght, Very God of Very God; 
'3z and our Church in her Liturgie does fitly pray,. 

O GOD, to whom all Hearts are open, all uy 
| — fe 2” and from whom no ſecrets are hid':' 
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The Thicf and the Traytor, Ananias and Sap, of 2 
phira, the Aduſterer and his Proſtitute, canng&, i 
walk 7incognito ; for the Hypocrite will be uf M- © + 
mask'd, the Murder ſhall be revealed, and | 
Man at laſt confounded with ſhame; who once: | ' 4. 
thoughr he lived without God in the World: 
We endeavour to obſerve the Phenomena of 
the Heavens, but ſeldom conſider how God: 
obſerves our Motions : for if 4 thouſand years 
in his fight are but as one day, then the Lives of 
a thouſand Men are as well known to Him as 
the Action of one Man : Neither 3s there any 4 
Creature, &c 
The Words may move us to- —_ der theſe 4% 
two things: : X » By 


R__ 


IT. That there is an Almighty Being who does 
concern and intereſt Himſelf in the Rule 
and Management of the World. y 
_ H. That whatſoever can be alledged to the' > 


contre), is weak and unreaſonable. | : 


| There is a moſt free and powerful- Agent; ad 
; who takes care of all things he has made : Thus 
Chap. 1- Fob argues, That he was the labour of God's 
own Hands, that He made him, and faſhion'd;: 
him , cloathd him with Skin and Fleſh! vary. 
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| Td him. roghebr with Bones and Si- 

exws'; and therefore he hoped He would not 

dy him. 

Th at there 1s ſuch a Being who undertakes 
P 


erforms the Government of the World, 
| is, evident, 


\ r. From Scripture Evidence : 
73 ; 2. The Completion of Prophecies : 
=” Aa 3- And Teftimony of Malefa&ors. 


The Holy Word divides God's Providence. 
y. - © Into three Branches, General, Sp:cial, and Par-- 
x = ticular.- 
2% In General, it embraces the whole Creation : 
".. The Lord FR, prepared his Throne in the Hea- P\.r03.5- , 
wens, and his Kingdom ruleth over all. Says | 
St. Fames, From the beginning G O D knoweth ads 15.19; | 
all his: Works. The regular Courte and Order £Y 
of Nature demonſtrates the Work of Nature: 
) a Work of Intelligence : Thus the Heavens 
> declare the Glory of GOD, and the Firmament 
'. ſheweth his handy-work : This we' find to be'og.,... 
- the Language of the Creation. He telleth the Vil. 147.4 
aumber of the Move, and calleth them all by their 
TEaees: : 
- The Elements are'void ” Life and Reaſon ; i 
*e > hari Natural DU Inſtin& and ; 1 
[4 —_—- - 


| they ſecm to point out untous a higher SI. 
who lives and knows, who goes [pM a MES > 
nages every thing to its own uſeful End. tae | <© 
and Birds, Fire , Air, Earth and Water, all | 
that we behold under the vaſt Arch of Heaven, bo $2 
move and labour for ſome determined End and 
Purpoſe : Therefore it is plain they muſt be 
marſhall'd under the Guidance and Condutt of - 
ſome Powerful Being , who by His great Wiſ- - 
dom ſo ordaind it : This is to know the Cauſe / 
by the Effe& : -Fox the flying of an Arrow, 'and | 
hitting the Mark, does not more plainly diſco-' - 
ver the Hand that ſhoots i it, than the Operati- 
ons of the Creatures , and the attainment of 
their Ends, do certainly declare the Finger of 

A GOD, and the All-ſceing Eye of Providence : 

 Rom,zac. For the inviſible things of GOD, ewen his Power 

and Godhead, are clearly ſeen, an to be under- 

flood by the things that are made. | 


Though Clonds and thick Vapours may "A 
round this Globe of Earth; though Night may 
ſpread its Veil of Datknak ; ; yet nothing un. | = 
der the Canopy of Heaven. can be concealed 

from the Divine Kaowledge : The Spacious 

Curtain i F drawn back to the Eye of Provi- 
. * dence; all things paſt, prelent, and _ 
: c 
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F © The general Hiſtory of the World is openly. 


of + CYViplayd to Him in a fair extended Scene. 
& 2 S the High Architect above, who keeps 
* *_ the Erame of this World upon its Baſis : All 
things have a tye and dependency upon Him ;; 
and it 1s the Sovereign Will above who difpoſes | 
#1] *-. of the different Ranks and Orders of Beings. 
"BS. At firſt GOD iflued out His Almighty Fiat, 
when He laid the Foundations of the Earth ; 
and th refore a Heathen commends Moſes, the _ 
"Eawgiver of the Fews, tor introducing his God WET 
like a God ; ſaying, Twidw 09; 8 Irie 5 Let there- 
- be Light, and there was Light. But though we 
* cannot fee through the Veil, nor perceive how >... 
_ the Wheels of Providence move ; yet:we have: 5 
reaſon to-conctade, that the Wheels of Ptovi-- * 
| dence are like thoſe in EzekieFs Viſion, Fnll | 
of Eyes ; and that God is-cloathed with Light, Pal.r04. :.. 8 
as with a Garment. EOS. "—_—_ 
He does not ad like Humane Artificers, who 
leave the: Houſe when it is built, - but by His 
' Providence witely Governs and' Saftains. 
the ſame :- He does not ſtand Neuter, -as an 
indifferent SpeQtator upon the Watch-Tower 
above the Clouds; for not only His Head, but 
His Hand is conſtantly imployed : If we aſcend PA! :39. 
up anto Heaven, GOD is there : If we take the ff 
Wings. 
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Wings of the Morning, and flee to uo Me 
parts of the Sea, we cannot flee from His Prg- 
113.6, ſence : Thus He abaſeth Himſelf to behgff 

things that are in the Heavens and in the E, | 

It is He who guides the Stern, curbs the Fary - 
of the Elements, rides upon the Wings of the 
Wind, ſets Bounds to the raging Sea : Whien 
GOD ſpeaks the Word, the contemptible 
Frog, who: now inhabits the cold and watry”. 
Kingdoms , and hes upon heaps of Filth and ,. 
'Mud, "tioents all its Croaking Officers, make... 
a. formidable Army, marches up into the Couns 
try like a living Tyde from the Banks of Nile, 
invades the Palaces of Kings, : and lies down 
upon Beds of Silk and coſtly Furniture. The. 
Egyptians did uſe to Worſhip ſeveral Gods; 
according to their need or pleaſure ; therefore 
God ſent variety of Puniſhments, to. ſhew that-_ 
He was not tied to any ſingle Element or Crea- 
ture, but is the Great: Raler of all : So feeble 
and deſpicable'is Man, when he forfeits his de- 
pendency and reliance on GOD, and reje&s 
His Paternal Care, that the whole Creation ' 
riſes up in Arms againſt him: How foon would 
the Clouds fall, the Sea break in upon us; ' the 
Fire encompaſs us with Flaming Curtains, the 
Air corrupt , and the Earth open ,. ſhould 

; GOD 


LE, an Fo 
| "GOD give 'che Elements a Commiſlion for De 
| ution.”” 
lus ' the Univerſe is the great ' Mirrour of 
.O D's Works, wherein the | amps which 
 * _Thineandilluſtrate the Edifice of this World, 

/. _ do ſet forth: the Glory of their Maker , and 


: Thus God maintains' the. Order He has ſet 
Pin M$ Nature, and thus He preſerves the Life and 
Subſtance of all things; as our Saviour ſaid 
*% from. the beginning of the. World both be and-his 
SY | WxFather hawe . been workgng.: 
£ = his Voice undef the whole Heaven, and bis light 
3 © into the ends of the World. . 
"oF © - This is the General: Providence of GOD ; 
- but the' Seripture/ alſo informs us of a Special 
Care and -Influence-it has upon the Sons'of 
:. Men : for if the Hairs of our Head be num- 
bred, and the Sparrow / finds a Refuge under 
the Wings of the Almighty, certainly GOD 
will: provide for the Nobleſt Inſtance of the 
Creation, His own Image and Repreſentation. - 
By Natural Senſe Men may know, that GOD 
is the's u/cTwutrm The Surveyor of the Upper 
and . the Lower World; (as the Philoſopher 
= calſd Him by way of Eminency) but by Di- 
ud Knowledge, we _ Him not-only to be 
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Giplay their Beams through the whole Creati- - 


:' for | GOD) direfieth job z7, s. 
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Pal. 33.6, 


Verſ. 13. 


The Lord Jooked down from Heaven , and 5c- } 


Right, and falls into the great Artery : Thus. 


*f c ” ——— 
the Govetnour of the World , but of _ | 
particular Member thereof : Not that he barely 
ſtirs the Springs and Wheels with a Univ 
Motion at a diſtance , but He Preſerves, , 
ſtains, and Cherifhes every part. There is a 
Climax to be uſed in our underſtanding the |-- 
Nature and Works of GOD: For by the Work 

of the Lord were the Heavens made, and all the. 

Hoft of them by the Breath of his Mouth then, \ 


beld the Children of Men : And whe we begin” 
to draw cloſe the Curtains of our Eyes, we're- | 
main under the Protection of 'Him who neither... 
ſlumbers nor ſleeps. | 
MAN is the moſt abſolute of all Earthly | 
Creatures, the great Miracle and r_ncean an] 
Nature: there is fo much Grace and Beaut L 
ſo much Variety and Proportion in the Limbs ; 
of this moſt Noble Fabrick, that 'tis no won- | + | 
ger the Almighty chole it for a Sear, and call'4 
i the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. How has Pro- 
vidence order d the Paſlages and Supports of 
Humane Life ? To. conſider how. the Chyle | | 
leaves the Stomach, and enters into the Latteal 
Veins, ſo paſſes to the Liver, then ariſes to the 
Left Ventricle of the Heart, guſhes out at the 
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Blood: wunocher Dhoks kat its Circus 
regnd the Leſſer World. 

ring: only Private Perſons, bat Publick Bo- 

and Societies of Men are under the Di- 


e Lords, and He is the Governour among the 
Barons | 


The Mighty Revolutions of the World, the 


k \ Teagical Rents and Confuſions of States and 


Kingdoms, -the Fate of Ceſar and Pompey, the 
Diſappointment of Counſels, the Conſervation 


_'of the Capitol , the Defeat of Armies Fleſht 


with long Succeſs , the Pulling aſunder the 


- Thrones of Mighty Empires , the Numerous 
Accidents and Frajerſts of Humane Life, all 


TranſaGions Publick and Private, depend upon 
the Over-ruling Will and Pleaſure of GOD: H He 
can turn a Diadem into Shackles,when the Arm 
of Fleſh preſumes to grapple with the Strength of 
the Almighty. Four Monarchies have been chiefly 
famous in the World ; but when GOD was 
provoked to withdraw His Supporting Power, 
_ languiſht and fell, they decayed and ſank 
under their own weiphe : ; and now they are 
beſt traced out by their own Urns, diſcovered 
ed their Funeral Aſhes : All the Inhabitants << 
C 2 the 


ine Care and ProteQtion : By Him Kings Reign, Prov.r8.15. 
Princes Decree Tuſtice : For the Kingdom 3s Plal.1.s, 


re - of 


<=. FED 2H be See 

| tn © - | 
Fd Earth are reputed as nothing; "#hd "none ww 

Dan.4.3:- ſtay his hand, and ſay unto him, What doſtt 

Pll.44.7. Tis He who appeaſeth the Noiſe of the Seas? and, RF 
the Noife of the Wawes thereof, and the Tumulty i 
of the People. G OD is the King over all the 

Plat, 47. 7. Earth, ſing Praiſes every one that bath Under- | 

ſtanding. _ 

Thi far extends GOD's vparkel Care AY 
Mankind in General. But Thirdly, A choice '* 
and-Particular Providence attends -GOD's own / 
People; He looks upon' them! with a tender. 
Eye; He drefles His Flock with a Paſtoral Care, 
and endears His own Beloved Children with a: * 
Paternal Love: Thus He is ſaid, To give His * 4 
Beloved Sleep, and Peace and- Quiet. There 
is ( 4s the: Schools. phraſe it) a Divine Manu- 
tenency , whereby the Choſen of GOD are 
ſupported 1n Times, of' AﬀiRion,.;their feeble: 
Knees ſtrengthned.; -and they:led through this 
by Vale of Miſery,” to a Place of Glory and Tri- 

Mat. 16.13. umph. Upon a Rock Chriſt has promiſed 10 
build his Church , and the Gates of Hel. | 
never prevail againſt 5 it. Thus ſaith the "oy 

Iai-43.1,2- that created thee, 'O Facab, that formed thee, oO 
Iſrael, for I bawe redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy Name ,, thon; art mine: When thou 
paſſeſt through the, e W. aters,'' 1 will be with = 

an 
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. | ai ein aakblog F bod; that they. do, not ou 
_ hen thou walkeſt through the Fire it Tall 

be es neither Yu the Flame kindle upon 


*GOD will be their Strength and Caſtle of 
| Defence; He will preterve their going out and 
=> in ; He will ſhield them from -the 
forms and Battery of Fortune, from the Ma- 

#lice and Violence of Evil Men and Evil Spirits : 

\What. Foundation can be more firm than the 

£ Rock of Ages ? Who can be fo ſafe, as. he who 

Ry walks in the Strength.of Iſrael, and under the. 

| = Shadow of the Almighty. ? Or who-more free 

AF. * from danger, than he who is ſurrounded with, 

| [-Guardian Angels? GOD ſays of His Own, 

' as David did of Abſalom, See —_ you da the 

| Touns Man. no harm ; and as He ſaid of Feru-. 
ſalem, He that zoncheth Jon, toucheth the Apple z:ch,.8, 

| mine Eye. 

Though Machiavel himſelf Projeas and Con- 
trives; though the Plot be deep, and the Exc- 
cution ſuddain'; though the Train be laid, and: 

a the Match lighted . though Achitophel: join 
Counſel, and Senacherih provide a formidable 
Hoſt ; chough the Horſe be ,prepared- tothe: 
Battel, and the Lot caſt into the Þap,. yet the 
End: and Diſpoſal of all things are in. the Hand: 
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"1h 2/Pct. 1.19, 
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of GOD : for were not all things ated by Hig» 0 
Permiſfon, He could not be Omnipotens: Hes + ll 
that is onr GOD is the GOD of Salvation, an | 
unto GOD the LORD belong the Iſſues from* 
Death. Thus far the Scripture clears the Do- 
&rine of Providence, which was my firſt Ap- | 
gument. | | _ 

' The ſecond may be the Completion of Promy _ 
pheſies. St. Peter, though he was at the Tran: | 
feuration of our Saviour , with James and. 
Fobn, upon the Mount, when Amazing Beams 
of Light ſurrounded them, and a Voice came. S. 
from that Excellent Glory ; yet he lays a greater. « 
ſtreſs upon this way of Evidence, nd pe" _ 
wards gave out, That we have a more ſare Word - 
of Prophefte. This is an Argument of its own 
Nature infallible : for no Propheſie could be 
compleated unleſs there was a Chain and Com- - 
bination of Cauſes knit rogether, and direQed 
by the great Mover of all things : For if Hu- 
mane Afﬀairs were ſuppoſed to depend upon 
Ghance and Fortune , how could theſe blind 
Agents compaſs any thing uſeful , certain, or = 
beneficial to Mankind, if they were only guided. 
by the inſenſible Principles of Matter and Mo-' 
tion jumbled together : The truth is, the very 
pretence and-counterfeit of Propheſic has pro- 
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#* duced wonder and amazement. Thus it fared 
{| ; *with Alexander in his bold Expedition againſt 
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> 'R Bo* Sehtbrans : for when the Army began to 
_- 7 mutiny , becauſe of the difficulr Pafſages and 
& "- Fatigues in marching, he was adviſed by a wiſe 
Man who. was in the Camp, and underſtood an 
Edipie was-near, to comfort the Souldiers, by 
celling them, That if within ſo many Hours 
here was not a manifeſt appearance 1n the 
* Heavens, as a Signal of the favonr of the Gods. 
to proſper their Deſigns, he would defift and 
retreat : bue the Eclipſe appearmg, they gave 
a ſhout, and went on courageouſly. 
* -__” Bn the Old Teſtament how: many Propheſies 
_- Fere recorded, and fuffiled; in the New ? af- 
ter many hundred' Years of Intermiſlion, in Na- 
tions far diltant., by Men of diffrent Inclina- 
tions and Complexions, diſagreetng in Intereſt, 
Language and Education. For example, a 
Curſe is denounced by the Leader of GOP's: 
People, upon him that ſhould-attempt to-re= 
build the Walls of Fer:cho ; the Hebrew phraſe 
rs, He fhall Izay the Fomndation thereof in hjs Joſ.5.6. 
« Eldeft Sor, and in his Youngeſt Son ſhall he ſet 
np the Gates : viz The whole Family of that 
Man ſhould: be-rootedi'out : and this happened 
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not tag after upon Hiel, who- laid the Foun- 
dation <4 


yp 
is” L 


Kin.16.34. ſet up the Gates in S egub the Toungeſt.. The De&? © 


frah ſome hundreds of Years before at came to 
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dation [thereof in Abiram bis. 


* E 4 4 
- " og TI 4x 35 Std : p” 
o E » - "Ms HEE 


—_TTTTTm 
TT 


« > 
 - 


paſs. We might inſtance in Cyrs, foretold by T8 
I/aiah : In the Siege of Ferxſalem by the Pros C7 
phet Feremah ; and the leveral Monarchiesþy "If: 
Daniel ; which he 'foretold fo exactly hat Wy 
Porphyry ( that great Enemy of Chriſtianity, #3 
when he had turn'd over the Greek Hiſtorians, ® .*T* 
and compared them with Darniel's Prophefie, hE 
had nothing to ſay, but in a malicious oppoſi- 
tion to affirm a Lye, by likening it to Lyce- _. 
phron's Caſſandra, affirming it was wrote after. 
the things had happened. O91 7 
Of all the Teſtimonies that ever GOD pro-* | 
duced to manifeſt a Truth-; of all * the: Seals 4 > 
that ever He ſet to the Confirmation of a thing, * 
nothing appears ſo miraculous and prevailing | 
upon the Underſtanding, as this of the fulfil- 
ling of Prophefies . for its Teſtimony is ſure, 
in its own Nature Unerring and Oracular, and 
{ubje&t to no manner of Cheat or Evaſion. To. 
know what is to come, to look into Ages yet 
unborn, to rip up the Womb of Time, to 
forete] the Changes of Empires , and the Mo- 
ving Sands of Mighty Moparchies ; to foreſee 
0 the 


ſtruction 'of Bethels Altar-was foretold*by 76 5 OY 


Py 


© - 
by 


"Ihe Graind Aotutions of this Globe of Earth, 
{ {beyond what 'may be gathered by Obſerva- 
Aion Sand founded upon Preſumption ) theſc 
things are too deep for the Scantling of Hu- 
-mane Nature to reach , the Object lies too far 
. to be diſcovered by the dim, and narrow fight 
of-a'Mortal Eye : In vain therefore do Men 
nr upwards to read their Deſtiny in the 
tars, when the Periods of Time, and: the 
% Stages of Humane Life are only Regiſtred in 
© the Kingdom of Heaven : In vain alſo do Men 
appeal to the Shades below, for though Samuel 
4 may appear in his Mantle, yet he has loſt the 
**Gitt of Prophefie. Ir falls out in this cale, as 
©. in that of the Day of Judgment ; the various 
| Succeſs of Humane Afﬀﬀairs, and the Ends of 
*- _ the World, none knoweth them but the FA- 
THER Himſelf 


———_— 


Prudens futurt temporis Exitun 
Caliginos4 noGte premit Des. 


4 Theſe things could never be, unlels. there” 


was a Chain of Divine Providence every Link 
- whereof was ſecured by the Power and Inte- 
grity of that GOD, who is always true to His 
Promiſe, and therefore ſtiled a Faithful Creator : 
D for 


1 Pct. 4.19. 


